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DAYTON, Ohio, November 5, 1975 --- A University of Dayton professor and a 
former student carried off top honors at the recent state convention of the Ohio 
Federation Council for Exceptional Children held in Dayton. 
William A. Beitzel, assistant professor of the School of Education, was 
chosen educator of the year. Eileen Vander Leeuw, '75, was chosen student of 
the year. 
Mr. Beitzel was chosen for his position of Supervisor of Special Education 
in Dayton City Schools. During his tenure with Dayton City Schools he authored 
and implemented a work-study program for eleventh and twelfth grade educable 
mentally retarded adolescents. The project became the model upon which similar 
programs are approved and funded by the Ohio Department of Education Division of 
Special Education. 
Mr. Beitzel has been a full time faculty member at UD since 1973 and a 
part time faculty member since 1959. He left Dayton City Schools in 1967 and 
taught at Miami University until he came to UD. 
Miss Vander Leeuw was chosen student of the year for her initiation and 
presidency of the first student chapter of the Council for Exceptional Children 
in Montgomery County. The student chapter works closely with the Dayton chapter 
in what Miss Vander Leeuw describes as a teacher-learner situation . Students have 
the benefit of talking with a professional in their chosen field of interest. 
Subscription to monthly and quarterly journals which accompanies membership in 
the chapter assures students of exposure to relevant literature. 
Miss Vander Leeuw, a cum laude graduate who is teaching in Annapolis, 
Maryland, became interested in special education because of her experience with 
an uncle who is mentally retarded at the trainable level. "I grew up with it," 
she s~ys of mental retardation. "I never feared it. But, I always knew that 
things could be better." 
Mr. Beitzel, who is a sponsor of the student chapter of CEC, had planned to 
retire before he accepted the post at the University of Dayton. 
"I would have been bored to tears," reflects Mr. Beitzel. Instead of 
retiring, he joined a department which he helped found more than 10 years before 
accepting the UD post. 
UD's department of special education was formed in answer to a need of 
Dayton City Schools expressed by Mr. Beitzel in his position as Supervisor of 
Special Education. The year 1960 was looming ahead for Dayton City Schools; for 
that was the year when all special education teachers were to be certified in 
accordance with a state Department of Education ruling. Only a fourth of 
Dayton's special education teachers were certified. Dayton met the deadline 
thanks to the cooperation of UD's School of Education which expanded its curri. 
culum and Mr. Beitzel who served as the first faculty member for the new courses 
in special education . 
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